Abstract(
Introduction(
administration of PGE 2 , in naive non-stressed, neonatally handled non-stressed, wateravoidance stressed rats, and water-avoidance stressed rats that were neonatal handled.
In naive non-stressed rats and in neonatally handled non-stressed rats, PGE 2 -induced a decrease in mechanical nociception present 1 hour post-injection, that returns to near baseline at the 4-h time point. In water-avoidance stressed rats, the decrease in nociceptive threshold induced by PGE 2 , administered 1 day after the last stress, remained largely undiminished 72 h post-PGE 2 administration, and was significantly different from a non-stressed control group of rats (#P<0.0001, 2-way repeated measures ANOVA). In neonatally handled rats, the decrease in nociceptive threshold produced by exposure to water-avoidance stress is significantly attenuated compared to the non-handled stress group, at the 4-, 12-and 72-h time points (*P<0.0001, 2-way repeated measures ANOVA). 
